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Dr. Edward S. Snow Elementary
2000 Culver 

Dearborn, Michigan 48124
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Fax (313) 827-6255

Mrs. Ross Groover
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groover@dearborn.k12.mi.us

Blog - http://snow.dearbornschools.org
SNOW SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT
The Snow School community is dedicated to developing responsible citizens, who are accountable for their actions.  The physical, emotional, social, and intellectual growth of each student is our primary focus.
The planner is given to each child enrolled at Snow Elementary School and contains useful information to assist in understanding how the school operates.  Should questions arise during the school year, consult the student handbook in your child’s planner.  For your convenience, a tentative district calendar of events for 2013-2014 is included in this booklet.
The interest, cooperation and participation of parents are vital to the progress of our children throughout their school careers.  Therefore, get involved in the Snow PTA today because WE NEED YOU!  Contact a PTA officer or committee chairperson to see where your talents are needed.

If you have any questions regarding Snow Elementary School, please feel free to contact the principal.  For questions regarding the school PTA, contact one of the officers. 

Have a great year of learning with the Snow Wolves!

PTA Board 2013-2014

President
Alysia Schuler

Vice-President
Mike Ghrist

Secretary
Andrea Kurczewski

Treasurer
Sarah Cicotte
Faculty Contact Info

GRADE
NAME
ROOM
Kindergarten
Nicole Stetz
26

(313) 827-8917 stetzn@dearborn.k12.mi.us  
Kindergarten
Julie Serazio
25

(313) 827-8026 SeraziJ@dearborn.k12.mi.us 
Kindergarten
Carrie McDonald
24


McdonaC@dearborn.k12.mi.us

First 
 Bridgette Kearney
29

(313) 827-8921 KearneB@dearborn.k12.mi.us 
First
Fio Valmassoi
27

(313) 827-8137 ValmasF@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

First/Second
Jamie Fakhoury
17

(313) 827-7499 FakhouJ@dearborn.k12.mi.us  

Second 
Tamara Davidson
15

(313) 827-7332 DavidsT@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Second 
Cindy Slater
16

(313) 827-8060 SlaterC@dearborn.k12.mi.us 
Third
Rebecca Majetic
1

(313) 827-7788 MajetiR@dearborn.k12.mi.us
Third
Wendy Shene
8

(313) 827-78042 SheneW@dearborn.k12.mi.us


Third
Kerry Sabellico
9

(313) 827-7792 MakowsK@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Fourth
Deborah Cummins
5

(313) 827-7412 CumminD@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Fourth
Nancy Chase
7

(313) 872-7373 ChaseN@dearborn.k12.mi.us
Fourth
Dana Grizzell
4


(313) 827-7572 GrizzeD@dearborn.k12.mi.us
Fifth 
Ernie De Santis
3


(313) 827-7436 DesantE@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Fifth
Laurie Doner
2


(313) 827-7462 DonerL@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Fifth

6
MoCI
Kathy Adams
19

(313) 827-6259 AdamsK@dearborn.k12.mi.us


MoCI
Allison Dumke
11

(313) 827-7473 DumkeA@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

MoCI
Pam Finegood
18

                         FinegoP@dearborn.k12.mi.us 
Resource Room
Dawn Frizzell
28

(313) 827-7969 FrizzeD@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Resource Room
Erin Muransky
28

(313) 827-6258 MuransE@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Principal
Ross Groover
Office


(313) 827-6254 Groover@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Special Area Faculty and Staff

GRADE
NAME
ROOM
Art
JoAnne Zechar
23

(313) 827-8916 ZecharJ@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Physical Education
Eric Quine
Gym


(313) 827-8069 QuineE@dearborn.k12.mi.us


Music
Jim Walters
30


(313) 827-8150 WalterJ@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Instrumental Music
Mike Kalasz
Stage


(313) 827-7676 KalaszM@dearborn.k12.mi.us 


Media Specialist
(313) 827-6256
Media Center

Media Secretary
Marilyn Lindsey 
Media Center


(313) 827-6256 lindseM@dearborn.k12.mi.us
Math Enrichment
Theresa Distelrath
14

(313) 827-8958 DistelT@dearborn.k12.mi.us  
Social Worker
Nicole Chubb
Clinic

(313) 827-7507 ChubbN@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Psychologist
Tina Champagne
Psych


(313) 827-8924 ChampaT@dearborn.k12.mi.us  

Speech Therapist
Emily Gallery
Clinic

(313) 827-6263 GallerE@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Speech Therapist
Joshua Madding
Clinic

(313) 827-7247 MaddinJ@dearborn.k12.mi.us 


Teacher Consultant
Teacher Consultant 
Clinic
Literacy Coach
Dina Nardone
Media Center


(313) 827-7527 NardonD@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Café Manager
Sharon Stetz
Cafeteria

(313) 827-6257 StetzS@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Cashier
Peggy Hanson
Cafeteria


(313) 827-6257

Noon Hour Supervisors
Sandra Burl, Lynn Prato, Kim Wilson, and Cathy DeBiasi 

Engineer
Gregory Pudelek
Engineer Office


(313) 827-6253 PudeleG@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Secretary 
Ashley Hamilton
Office


(313) 827-6252 HamiltA@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Receptionist
Michelle Segerson 
Office


(313) 827-6251 SegersM@dearborn.k12.mi.us 

Before and After 
Lisa Bonza/Heather Stetz
19

School Program
(313) 827-6260

Developmental 

20
Preschool
 (313) 827-6264

Bilingual Resource 

Penthouse
Teacher


Snow School Handbook 2013-2014
Attendance and Length of School Day
If a student is absent from school for any reason, the parents/guardian are requested to call the school office no later than 8:50 AM.  A message may be left on the attendance line anytime at (313) 827-6251.  Every instructional minute is important for your child’s school day.  Please try to schedule appointments after the school day is over.  Family vacations should be scheduled around the district calendar.  You may want to send a note with your child’s teacher if you are planning on picking him/her up early.  However, if you are planning on taking your child out of school before 3:35 PM, you must report to the office with a picture ID to sign him/her out.  The office will call your child’s classroom and he/she will be sent down to the office with their personal belongings and any applicable homework. Students will not be signed out after 3:15 PM.
· When the first bell rings at 8:35 AM students may enter the building.  Late Students (after 8:40 AM) must be signed in at the office.

· Students are required to wait outside the school until the bell rings except in cases of inclement weather, ex: rainy or wind chill is below 20 degrees; in this case, students may wait in the lobby or in the entry door vestibules.  

· Half day dismissal is at 11:45 AM

· The regular school day ends at 3:35 PM.  Please wait for your children outside of the school.  Please do not go to your child’s classroom or into the hallways until bell rings.
Leaving School Early
Every instructional minute is important for your child’s school day.  Please try to schedule appointments after the school day is over.  You may want to send a note to your child’s teacher if you are planning on picking them up early.  However, if you are planning to take your child out of school before 3:35 PM, please report to the office with a picture ID to sign them out.  The office will call your child’s classroom and they will be sent down to the office with any applicable homework.

Bicycles, Skates, Rollerblades and Skateboards

Children may ride their bicycles to school.  The bicycle must be placed in the bike rack and locked.  Your child needs to wear a helmet and follow basic bicycle safety rules.  If a child does not follow these guidelines, this privilege may be taken away.  Skate, rollerblades, and skateboards are not permitted on school property.
Blessings in a Backpack Program

We have partnered with the local chapter of the national organization to provide six meals each weekend to students who may need assistance.  Students are identified from the school Free and Reduced Lunch list but you may also request this assistance by calling the school office.  
Cell Phones
Cell phones may not be used by students during the school day.  Children are expected to use the classroom or office phone to contact parents/guardians, and parent/guardians are expected to contact the school to communicate with their child.
Cafeteria 

Breakfast will be served each morning.  Breakfast will be given to every student unless the parent has notified his/her child’s teacher.  Lunch will be served in the cafeteria.  Students are expected to follow the lunchroom procedures as they do in a classroom.  They must follow the Dearborn Public School Core Values of honesty, respect for self and others, responsibility, integrity, courtesy, and citizenship and the district Student Code of Conduct.  Students eat together by grade levels and sit with their class.  Students may purchase lunch at school or bring a lunch from home.  They are not permitted to buy, sell or share their food with other students.  If a child forgets his/her lunch, a school lunch will be provided to the child; you do not need to leave home or work to bring a lunch up to school.
Clubs

Clubs are generally held after school and include Chess, City Beautiful, Recycling, Honors Choir, STAND (Students Taking A New Direction) and Cub Scouts.  

Contacting the Teachers
If you need to contact your child’s teacher, there are several ways to do this:

1) Call the teacher’s voicemail and leave a detailed message.  See the directory included in the planner.  
2) Write a note to the teacher.  Be sure to include your phone number and the best time of the day to contact you.  Calls will be made at the teacher’s earliest convenience.
3) Call the main office and leave a message with the secretary.  Be advised that phone calls will be transferred on to the teacher’s voicemail so instruction is not interrupted.  Emergency calls will be handled by the office staff.

4) Email the teacher.  See directory included in the planner.

*NOTE-Parents may not enter classrooms during instructional time (8:40 AM-3:35PM) to relay messages to children or teachers, or to bring in lunches, homework and supplies.  You must bring the messages and items to the office.  The office will arrange for pickup of the items and messages so that instructional time and classroom routine are not disturbed.
Classroom Celebrations

· Students may bring in a small treat for each student in the class for his/her birthday.  
· Passing out of birthday treats is limited to the students in your child’s classroom only.  Birthday parties are not permitted during lunchtime or during the school day.
· Other celebrations may be planned by the teacher as it relates to the curriculum at each grade level.
· Teachers will initiate planning and set guidelines for party treats and activities.

· Parental help will be requested as needed on a rotating basis.
Emergency/Disaster/Fire
Snow School has a Crisis Management Plan:

· Students practice emergency situations: fire, disaster, tornado and building lockdowns.

· The website for school closings and emergencies is http://dearbornschools.org
Family Nights
Various family night events will take place including monthly Book Bingos, movie nights, ice cream social, school picnic, and more.

Field Trips
Field Trips are arranged by teachers to support classroom learning.  The PTA will be providing the funds for a bus for one field trip for each classroom in 2013-2014 thanks to their hard work and generosity.  Chaperones may be needed on some field trips and serve at the discretion of the teachers.  A Criminal Background Check is required if parents will be volunteering.  If you are driving for a field trip a Criminal Background Check and proof of insurance are required.  If a parent/guardian serves as a chaperone, they must plan to attend the entire field trip (come on time and not leave early).  Other family members or siblings may not attend for the security of the students who are being chaperoned.  Parents who were not selected as chaperones are discouraged from meeting the class at the field trip destination.  Your child’s safety and learning experience are of prime importance.
Homework Pick-Up Policy
· If you child is absent, teachers will need 24 hours advance notice for all homework request.
· Pick-up all work in the main office.

Internet Website

http://snow.dearbornschools.org/ 
Kindergarten Orientation 

· Kindergarten Round-Up is held each spring.  Parents will receive registration materials and learn about the curriculum.  

· Parent Open House – A parent orientation will be held in the fall.  Parents will receive more specific information regarding classroom rules and policies.

Lost and Found
Snow School has a lost and found cabinet located in the main office.  Twice a year this cabinet is emptied and all articles are placed in the lobby.  Unclaimed items are donated to a worthy cause.

Parent or Other Visitors
Parent/Teacher Conferences are held once in the fall and as needed in the spring.  If you wish to meet with your child’s teacher at other times, an appointment in necessary.  Teacher phone numbers and emails are included in the planner to all teachers and parents to communicate without disruption to teaching or supervision of students throughout the day.  Phone calls will go directly to a voicemail and/or email; teachers will respond as soon as they are able.  Articles brought to your child during the school day should be dropped off in the office.  Classroom visitations should be arranged with the teacher.  Please sign in and wear a visitor’s tag if you will be in the building.  We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support)

Snow School uses the PBIS model for behavior.  PBIS is a prevention model.  It is based on the premise that all students can benefit from well implemented, evidence-based practices for improving student behavior.  PBIS provides a comprehensive framework that will be used to design their own system of behavioral supports for all students.  It also provides informed decision making, based upon data analysis that guides the process of assessing student needs and providing additional levels of behavioral support to students in need.
PBIS provides a positive focus to encouraging desirable student behavior.  A set of universal expectations for behavior, positively stated, and established for all students in all locations of the school.  These expectations generally promote core values such as respect, responsibility, and safety.  Interventions and strategies are implemented to teach and reinforce these expectations.  These include:

· Predictable direct instruction in specific student behaviors that demonstrate respect, responsibility, and safety in various locations of the school.

· Generous quantities of positive adult/teacher attention and other kids of reinforcement to students for demonstrating positive behaviors, especially specific behavior expectations identified by the school.
· Predictable consequences for behavior infractions that are delivered consistently by all staff in a professional manner throughout the entire school.  Consequences are not primarily punitive in nature; they are an opportunity for the student to learn from his or her mistakes and to accept responsibility for the choices that he or she made.  The consequences are provided on a continuum matched to the intensity of the misbehavior.  
The PBIS Behavior Matrix is included.
PTA

Contact a member of the PTA board for volunteer opportunities.  Meetings are generally held monthly on the first Thursday of each month in the Media Center.  The meetings begin at 6:30 PM.
School Services/RTI Team: School Psychologist, Speech Therapist, Social Worker, Teacher Consultant, Physical and Occupational Therapist, Bilingual and District Interventional Coach

· The RTI Team works with teachers, parents and principal, for concerns about cognitive ability, academic performance, and classroom behavior of individual students.  Students are observed by specialists in the school setting who may interview students individually.  

· The RTI Team consults with classroom teachers, speech therapist, social worker, and other resource staff to evaluate and make modifications in instructional and behavioral techniques and strategies.

Safety Patrol and Service Squad
· 4th and 5th grade students have the opportunity to serve on the AAA School Safety Patrol.  Service Squad on the Safety Patrol is voluntary and open to all interested students.  Duties will require a short amount of time each day.  Members are selected for their courtesy, dependability, interest in their job, physical fitness, attitude toward others and scholastic standing.

· The primary aims of the patrol are:

· To help children cross streets safely on their way to and from school.

· To help children become safe pedestrians.

· To foster qualities of leadership and good citizenship of Patrol members.

Your child will learn responsibilities that will strengthen character and provide an opportunity to help fellow students develop a better understanding of pedestrians and vehicular traffic hazards.

· Interested 4th and 5th grade students are asked to attend a general Service Squad/Safety Patrol meeting at the beginning of the school year.  During this meeting, students will be assigned rotating tasks to help in various aspects within the school community.  This commitment is for the entire school year.
Transportation
· Only Special Education students or students who live more than 1 mile away from the school are eligible for bussing.

· Bussed students are expected to follow bus safety rules and the Dearborn Code of Conduct.
Watch D.O.G.S.

We have the national Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) at Snow School.  Dads or other male father-figures (grandfather, uncle, adult brother, etc.) are encouraged to sign up for a day to volunteer in school classrooms and at lunch.  More information is available at the Pizza Night kickoff in the fall.
Weather Bug Station
Snow School is the home of a live Weather Bug Station.  Use internet site http://WeatherBug.com to download Snow School’s live weather for alerts and daily information.  Our zip code is 48124 for the download.
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2013-14 Calendar
August 26, 2013
No School for Students - Teacher Duty Day
August 27
No School for Students - PD Day-a.m. / Teacher Duty Day-p.m.

August 28
No School for Students - Teacher Professional Development Day

August 29
No School for Students - Teacher Professional Development Day

August 30
No School- Vacation Day

September 2
No School- Labor Day

September 3
First Day of School - All Students Half Day-a.m. only / Teacher Duty Day-p.m.

September 11
Late Start Day- All Students Start One Hour Later

October 2
Late Start Day - All Students Start One Hour Later

October 8-11
MEAP Testing

October 14, 15 & 16
No School - Vacation Days

October 17
Schools Reopen

October 21-23
MEAP Testing

November 5
No School for Students - Teacher Professional Development Day

November 8
Elementary - Half Day-a.m. only / Teacher Duty Day-p.m.


Secondary – Full Day of School – Staff and Students

November 13
Late Start Day – All Students Start One Hour Later

November 27
No School – Conference Release Day

November 28 & 29
Schools  Closed – Thanksgiving Recess

December 2
Schools Reopen

December 11
Late Start Day – All Students Start One Hour Later

December 23
Schools Closed – First Day of Winter Recess

January 6, 2014
Schools Reopen – End of Winter Recess

January 8
Late Start Day – All Students Start One Hour Later

January 20
No School – Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 23
All Students – Half Day-a.m. only / Teacher Duty Day–p.m.

January 24
No School for Students – Teacher Professional Development Day

January 27
Secondary – Half Day-a.m. only / Teacher Duty Day-p.m.


Elementary – Full Day of School – Staff and Students

February 12
Late Start Day – All Students Start One Hour Later

February 17
Schools Closed – First Day of Mid-Winter Break

February 24
Schools Reopen – End of Mid-Winter Break

March 4-6
MME/ACT Testing – High School

March 12
Late Start Day – All Students Start One Hour Later

April 9
Late Start Day – All Students Start One Hour Later

April 18
Schools Closed – First Day of Spring Recess

April 28
Schools Reopen – End of Spring Recess

May 14
Late Start Day – All Students Start One Hour Later

May 23
No School – Conference Release Day

May 26
No School – Memorial Day

June 12
Last Day of School – Elementary Students – Half Day – a.m. only





 Elementary Teachers – Duty Day-p.m.


Full Day of School – Secondary Staff and Students

June 13
Last Day of School – Secondary Students – Half Day-a.m. only





 Secondary Teacher Duty Day – p.m.


Elementary Teacher Duty Day – No Elementary Students

Elementary – grades kindergarten through five.  Secondary – grades six through twelve.  Please contact your child’s school for any possible calendar changes unique to the school and not part of a district event.  The calendar reflects the current agreement between the Board of Education and Dearborn Federation of Teachers.

March 2013
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Dearborn Public Schools accept a parent’s assertion that he or she needs

language assistance without requiring additional corroboration.

For free help with understanding the content of this document, please call

the Student Services office 827-3005 for translation/interpretation assistance.

Arabic
تؤكد مدارس ديربورن على توفير خدمات الترجمة بدون أي شرط.للحصول على هذه الخدمة المجانيّة ولفهم هذه الإستمارة  يرجى الإتصال بمكتب خدمات الطلاب على الرقم 3005-827.
French

Les écoles de Dearborn vous offrent le service de traduction sans aucune condition. Si vous souhaitez avoir le service gratuit pour comprendre le contenu de ce document, prière d'appeler le bureau de Services aux Etudiants 827-3005.
Spanish

Las escuelas de Dearborn aceptan la afirmación de un padre que él o ella necesita ayuda con el idioma sin necesidad de corroboración adicional. Para obtener ayuda gratuita con la comprensión del contenido de este documento, por favor llame a la oficina de Servicios de los Estudiantes 827-3005 para recibir asistencia de traducción / interpretación.

Italian

Scuole Dearborn accettare l'affermazione di un genitore che lui o lei ha bisogno di assistenza lingua senza bisogno di ulteriori conferme. Per aiuto con la comprensione del contenuto di questo documento, si prega di chiamare l'ufficio Student Services 827-3005 per la traduzione / interpretazione di assistenza.
Albanian

Shkolla DEARBORN pranojnë pohimin e të prindërve që ai ose ajo ka nevojë për ndihmë të gjuhës pa kërkuar vërtetim shtesë. Për ndihmë lirë me kuptuar përmbajtjen e këtij dokumenti, ju lutemi telefononi zyrën e shërbimeve për studentë 827-3005 për përkthim / interpretim ndihmë.
Romanian

Scolile orasului Dearborn accepta orice declaratie parinteasca care atesta nevoia copilul de assistenta cu limba engleza fara nici o dovada suplimentara. Daca aveti nevoie sa intelegeti acest document da-ti telefon la oficiul serviciilor scolare la numarul 827-3005 pentru a primi asistenta cu translatia sau interpretarea lui.

Urdu

ڈیئر بورن اسکولوں میں والدین کا دعوی ہے کہ وہ یا وہ اضافی تعاون کی ضرورت ہوتی ہے بغیر زبان امداد کی ضرورت ہے کو قبول کرتے ہیں.اس دستاویز کے مواد کو سمجھنے کے ساتھ مفت میں مدد کے لئے، براہ مہربانی مدد ترجمہ / تشریح کے لئے طالب علم کی خدمات کے دفتر کو کال کریں  3005-827.
