February 2015

Dates to Remember
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Wednesday, February 11
Late Start
Bell rings at 9:30 a.m.
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Monday- Friday, February 16-20

No School
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Thursday, February 26

Parent Meeting at 9:00 a.m. in the

cafeteria
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Wednesday, March 11
Late Start
Bell rings at 9:30 a.m.
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Attendance

¥ Parents must call the school office

at 313-827-6451 to report their

 child’s absence. Student’s arriving

after 8:45 need to sign in the
office.
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Parents/Guardians are encouraged
§to schedule doctors’ appointments
outside of the school day. Please
avoid checking out students from

school between 3:15 and 3:30.
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Maples Elementary School

School News
Principal’s Corner

North West Educational Agency (NWEA)

Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®)
Dear Parents or Guardians:

Your child just completed the NWEA Measures of Academic Progress®
(MAP®) test last week (January 26, 2015) and will continue through this
week (February 2, 2015). We give students MAP tests to determine your
child’s instructional level and to measure academic growth throughout the
school year, and from year to year. Each test will take approximately 30 to
60 minutes to complete and will be administered on different days.

e K-2: Reading and Math
e 3", 4™ and 5™ Grade: Reading, Math, Language and Science

MAP® tests are unique in that they adapt to your child’s appropriate level
of learning. As a result, each student has the same opportunity to succeed
and maintain a positive attitude toward testing. And with MAP® tests, we
can administer shorter tests and use less class time while still receiving
detailed, accurate information about your child’s growth. The MAP® test
will be administered three times a year; fall, winter and spring.

We are truly excited to begin a new era that focuses on every child’s
individual growth and achievement. Partnering to help all kids learn,
parents and teachers can have a profound positive effect on the lives of our
children.

For more information on resources for parents, download the Parent
Toolkit at www.nwea.org

Upcoming Assessment:

The window for the WIDA test will open on February 9. Students will be tested
to determine their language proficiency level.

WIDA Assessment is a secure large-scale English language proficiency
assessment given to Kindergarten through 12th graders who have been
identified as English language learners (ELLs). It is given annually in WIDA
Consortium member states to monitor students’ progress in acquiring academic
English. Students who speak a language other than English are required to take
the WIDA test. WIDA report gives information about your child’s level of social
and academic English language proficiency. Social language is used to
communicate for everyday purposes. Academic language is used to
communicate the content of language arts, mathematics, science, and social
studies.

Important Note: If you need a hard copy of the Newsletter, you can request it form the school’s office.



http://www.nwea.org/

School of Choice
Please remember that the
School of Choice
Application for middle
school deadline is Friday,
January 30, 2015 and

i elementary school deadline

is Friday, May 1, 2015.

i Applications are in the main

office. Any applications

i submitted after May 1, 2015

will NOT be accepted.
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BrightSmiles
BrightSmiles is a community

outreach dental program

providing oral assessment,

cleaning, fluoride, digital x-
rays, and sealants for students
regardless if they have dental
insurance or not. BirghtSmiles

visited Maples and offered
their services to our students.

Bright Smiles
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Office # 313-827-6450
Attendance# 313-827-6451
Fax # 313-827-6455
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North West Educational Agency (NWEA)
Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®)
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Please remind your child of the following test-taking tips.

Before the Test:

*Develop a positive attitude. Tell yourself, "l will do my best on this test."
*Get a good night's sleep the night before the test.

*Get up early enough to avoid hurrying to get ready for school.

*Eat a healthy breakfast.

During the Test:

*Relax and Stay calm.

*Listen carefully to the directions the teacher gives.

*Ask questions if you don't understand what to do.

*Read each question carefully. Find the key words. Try to figure out what the question is
really asking.

*Read the entire question and look at all the answer choices.

*Take your time picking the best answer
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