December 2014

Dates to Remember
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Thursday, December 4

Picture Retakes
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Wednesday, December 10
Late Start
Bell rings at 9:30 a.m.
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Thursday, December 11

Parent Meeting at 9:00 a.m.
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December 22-January 2
No School
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Attendance

Parents must call the school office
at 313-827-6451 to report their
child’s absence. Student’s arriving
after 8:45 need to sign in the
office.
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Parents/Guardians are encouraged
to schedule doctors’ appointments
outside of the school day. Please
avoid checking out students from
school between 3:15 and 3:30.
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irs. Faraj, Principali
Maples Elementary School

School News
Principal’s Corner

Greetings Maples Families,

| would like to thank all parents that have attended Parent-Teacher Conferences.
| would like to also encourage those who were not able to attend to contact
their child’s teacher and schedule a conference as soon as possible.

One of the reports that were shared with parents/guardians during the
conferences is the NWEA report. We realize that many students performed
below or well below grade level on this assessment. This was partly due to the
fact that the students are unfamiliar with the test. We are confident that most
students will attain their projected or expected growth during the second testing
cycle (January). Please refer to Maples blog for detailed information about the
NWEA assessment. All Maples students are provided opportunities in test taking
skills online which will further develop their content knowledge, skills, and use of
technology needed during testing.

Cold and Flu Season

Maples staff has been reinforcing cleanliness habits with our students while they are in
school. As in previous winters at this time of year, cold and flu season is near its peak at
this time. It is essential that children are reminded to maintain good personal hygiene.
Washing hands is one of the most effective ways to stop the spread of bacteria and
viruses that are known to cause a wide variety of ilinesses. As we spend 6-7 hours at
school daily, it is essential to follow certain rules like keeping our surroundings clean,
avoid littering in restrooms, hallways, and cafeteria. The more youngsters hear the
message on these healthy habits, the better. We expect our students to use school
facilities such as bathrooms, lunch room, etc. just the way they do at home.

We have encouraged teachers to reemphasize the importance of hygiene practices.
These practices include; frequent hand washing with soap and water, the correct use of
hand sanitizers, covering coughs and sneezes by doing so into your elbow or with
prompt disposal of tissues, brushing their teeth regularly, keeping their fingernails
properly trimmed, and most importantly showering and changing their clothes daily. We
explained to the children that being clean and tidy create the best impression to others.
Please join us to frequently remind your children of the importance of hygiene practices
at home. | know beyond doubt that the vast majority of parents do this routinely.
Although we continue to stress the importance of school attendance, | hope you allow
adequate recovery time for your sick child.

Cold Weather

We continue outdoor recess for all grades throughout the winter; please help
your child dress appropriately for the weather. Recess is a daily practice
throughout the school year unless the temperature is 19 degrees or lower.
Students must wear boots, snow pants, winter coat and gloves to play on the
playground equipment. It will also be helpful if you label your child’s items with
their name.

Please note: Your child should arrive to school at 8:30 a.m. unless he/she is
coming for breakfast. Breakfast will be served between 8:05-8:30.

Important Note: If you need a hard copy of the Newsletter, you can request it form the school’s office.




Giving Tree
We are collecting new

§mittens, scarves, and hats to
iBe donated. As these items

are collected, they will be

i placed on a Christmas tree

in front of the office. This
“Mitten Tree” will be
available for decoration

until Friday, December 19.
i Please find it in your hearts
i to contribute to this worthy
cause and help keep hands

warm this winter.
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PTA Santa Shop
Students may do a little

holiday shopping for their
family or their teachers
Friday, December 19",
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Have a safe break!
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