Office of the Superintendent

January 2020 Students First:
Inspire, Educate, Celebrate

Dear Parents/Guardians:

It is vitally important for children to develop strong literacy skills at an early age. Reading proficiency is a
strong predictor of college and career readiness.

At school, we emphasize reading throughout the elementary school day, starting even in kindergarten.
But for your child to succeed, we need your support! Giving your child lots of opportunities to read at
home for additional practice is critical to their success as a reader. As a partner in your child’s education,
we encourage you to communicate with your child’s teacher regarding their progress. We are committed
to ensuring that your child has the literacy skills needed to thrive in our diverse and global world.

In 2016, the Michigan Legislature passed Public Act 306 to ensure that by the end of third grade all
students are reading at or close to grade level. (To find out more about the Read by Third Grade Law
and the District’'s work to further support students and inform parents, please review the Read by Third
Grade Task Force blog at https://edsa.dearbornschools.org/michigans-read-by-third-grade-law-public-act-
306/.)

Based on this law, third grade students must score 1253 or higher in reading on the state M-STEP
assessment in order to be promoted to fourth grade. Students who do not score proficient on the M-Step
should expect to receive a letter by May 23rd or 14 days after the state receives the assessment results.

If you receive a letter from the state of Michigan saying that your child is being retained in third grade
based on their M-STEP score, you have the right as their legal guardian to request a good cause
exemption. Dearborn Public Schools will hold parent meetings at our schools immediately after the state
sends out these notifications. School staff will explain the good cause exemption process and will
support parents in filing an exemption within the required 30 days after parents receive the letter. If
approved, an exemption request will allow your child to continue on to fourth grade.

Dearborn Public Schools does not believe retention is an effective way to help students master a subject
or to help them succeed at school. Our philosophy is to provide your child with quality instruction from the
time they become our students. When a student is struggling in any subject area, we will support them
with additional programs and early interventions to help that student be successful. The District is
considering offering additional programs during the summer for students whose scores fall below a
certain level on the spring M-STEP.

As your partners in education, we are here to support you. If you need assistance or have questions
about this process, please contact the principal at your child’s school.

Sincerely,

Do Pl

Glenn Maleyko, Ph.D.
Superintendent, Dearborn Public Schools
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